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Line & Text Standards

AutoCAD DATABASE INFORMATION

Type Example Application Description Layer Name Screen Color
Pen 

Width Line Type
mm in.

Visible
Optional: For easy viewing 
of assembly drawing 
details.

Visible lines are the most 
prominent lines on a 
drawing.  Lines should be 
heavy and dense.

Det. #_Detail Name
(ASS'Y DRAWINGS)

1-256
(ASS'Y DRAWINGS)

0.50 0.02 Continuous

Visible

To show visible edges to 
objects on drawings and 
set-up sheets.  This layer 
should also be used for 
chart outlines.

Visible lines are the most 
prominent lines on a 
drawing.  Lines should be 
heavy and dense.

OBJ
Green

(3)
0.50 0.02 Continuous

Hidden To show hidden features.

Medium width dashes, 
closely and evenly spaced, 
and less prominent than 
visible lines.

HID
Magenta

(6)
0.25 0.01 Hidden

Center
To indicate centers and 
intersection lines.

Narrow lines made up of 
long and short dashes, 
spaced and uniform.

CEN
Cyan
(4)

0.25 0.01 Center

Dimension, Notes, 
& Symbols

To show all dimensions, 
notes, and symbols (I.e. 
gage arrows, finishes, & 
rev. balloons)

Dimensions, notes, and 
symbols should be made 
with narrow lines.

DIMS
Yellow

(2)
0.25 0.01 Continuous

Cutting 
& Viewing Plains

To indicate where a section 
or view is taken.

Lines consisting of a long 
dash and two short dashes.  
They should be heavier 
than the visible lines.

CUT
Cyan
(135)

0.75 0.03 Phantom

Center
Cutting Plains

To indicate where a section 
is taken when a center line 
must take precedence.

Lines consisting of a long 
dash and one short dash.  
They should be heavier 
than the visible lines.

CCUT
Cyan
(135)

0.75 0.03 Center

Reference
Geometry

To indicate geometry that is 
reference or lines of 
motion.

Narrow lines made up of 
long and short dashes, 
spaced and uniform.

REF
Purple
(202)

0.25 0.01 Phantom

View
Boundaries

To indicate the boundaries 
of a sheet size.  Pick points 
for plotting.

Two sets of lines in 
diagonal corners that 
represent the outer borders 
of the sheet.

VIEW_BNDS
Gray
(253)

0.25 0.01 Phantom

Cross Sections
To show surfaces exposed 
by a section cut.

Narrow parallel lines 
generally drawn at 45 
degrees equally spaced, 
proportionate to the size or 
mass of the section.

HATCH
Blue
(5)

0.25 0.01 Continuous

Object & Tube 
Breaks

OBJ_BRK
Red
(1)

0.50 0.02 Continuous

Dimension
Breaks

DIM_BRK
Yellow

(2)
0.25 0.01 Continuous

Phantom Lines
To show parts and there 
alternate positions.

Narrow lines consisting of a 
long dash and two short 
dashes.

PART
PART2
PART3

Red (12)
Orange (30)
Blue (190)

0.25 0.01 Phantom2

Controls N/A
For various controls 
applications.

This layer reserved for 
controls drawings only.

CONTROLS
White

(7)
0.25 0.01 N/A

Border N/A
To plot drawings to a 
specified scale.

Delphi title blocks. BORDER
Green
(90)

0.75 0.03 Continuous

Border Text N/A
Described drawing details 
within border.

Title block text sizes will 
vary.

BORDER_TXT
Cyan
(130)

0.25 0.01 N/A

0 N/A
Block insertion.  Nothing 
else is to be on this layer.

Provides block flexibility.  
Same characteristics as 
parent layer.

0
White

(7)
N/A N/A N/A

To eliminate repeated 
detail when overall 
reference dimensions are 
shown.

Wide free hand lines for 
short breaks.
Ruled and free zig zag 
lines for long breaks.

1 1.5
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A ssocia tive D im ension in g

AutoC A D  D ATAB A SE  INFO RM ATIO N

M etric E nglish

DIM ASO O N O N T urns on Associa tive  D im ens ion ing

D IM Z IN 0 4 Suppresses lead ing or tra iling  zero 's

D IM T IH O N O N H orizonta l ins ide text

D IM T O H O N O N H orizon ta l ou ts ide text

D IM T XT 3.0 0.125 D eterm ines the he ight o f the d im ension  text

TEXT SIZE 3.0 0.125 D eterm ines the he ight o f the text notes

D IM A SZ 3.0 0 .125 D im ension arrow  s ize

S ettings
Variables D escription

 

 
 

 

F o n t N a m e  a n d  T yp e  S ta n d a rd s

A u toC A D  D A T A B A S E  IN FO R M A T IO N

F on t N am e F on t T ype D escrip tion

S TA N D A R D S IM P LE X .S H X A ll D im e ns ions , R ev is ion  B lo ck s, Te x t and  N o tes  on  d raw ing s

S E C _LA B E LS S A S B ----.P F B S ec tion  Le tte rs  and  S ec tion  Lab e ls

B O R D E R _ TX T
(inc lu ded  in  b lock )

R O M A N S .S H X
T itle  B lock  Te xt

B O R D E R
(inc lu ded  in  b lock )

R O M A N D .S H X
F orm at S hee t T ex t (B orders )

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 


